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  Thank you all, every single one of you, and the 
good ship UUCE, for this five years among you 
as your Developmental Minister.  It is a poignant 
goodbye and rich with the beauty of this religious 
community in partnership together: the things that 
can’t be done over, or would be so good to have done 
over and over; the transformations - like glimpses of 
eternity - that have shone through the everyday; the 
everyday living our faith together the best we can 
fathom; the celebrations and ceremonies, the new 
lives among us and the dear ones lost; the amazing 
building and incredible singing, learning, dedication 
and generosity you have shown. Thank you so much.
 CULTURE is our theme for June, and it is hearten-
ing to see the UUCE culture embracing and living 
our faith tradition into new expressions – which is 
indeed a hoary UUCE tradition! Yet we are sur-
rounded by this era in our national culture. It is hard 
not to be discouraged and to feel grief, and even 

despair.  I take heart from Rev. angel Kyodo william 
[yes the capitalizations are correct]  from her inter-
view on “ On Being:” 
   “There is something dying in our society, in our 
culture, and there’s something dying in us individu-
ally. And what is dying is the willingness to be in 
denial. And that is extraordinary. The willingness to 
be in denial is dying in a meaningful number of us, 
the tipping point. It’s always been happening, and 
when it happens in enough of us, in a short enough 
period of time, at the same time, then you have a tip-
ping point, and the culture begins to shift. And then 
what I feel like people are at now is, ‘No, no, bring it 
on. I have to face it; we have to face it.’” 
  I believe we – the largest we -- are doing so; and 
may it be so.

Fare you all well,
                             Rev. Sydney

 

Minister’s Message
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Gallery and Reception Feature Immigrant Community
Friday, June 8, 5:30-7:30pm
Gallery and Chapel
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Coming of Age Credo Dinner
Saturday, June 9 5-7pm
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Food Rescue Night 
Thursday June 21st from 6:30-8:45 
770 Bailey Hill Rd 
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Dear Rev. Sydney,
It’s been five years since you arrived at UUCE, finding 

a battered yet resilient congregation. Despite our rocky 
relationships with some past ministers, we held firmly to 
the belief that this church, this town, this region deserved 
a thriving Unitarian Universalist community. But how to 
get from where we were to where we wanted to be? We 
needed help finding our way.

We’d been spinning on our ministerial 
merry-go-‘round so fast--five ministers in seven 
years!--that we’d forgotten how to just stop 
and breathe. Our history was one of lurching 
from crisis to crisis, while still casting miracles 
along the way. Remodel a decrepit and dank 
mausoleum into a modern and light-filled 
church? No problem, just get out of our way!

But that beloved community thing? That was 
nigh impossible to build. That construction 
took your careful direction, experienced 
guidance, an abiding love, and an endless trust 
in UUCE. This was a trust we often didn’t 
feel in ourselves. But you knew we could do 
it and put us on our current path to success. 
You gently yet firmly led us to be the confident, 
optimistic, outward-looking congregation we 
now are.

Nothing dissuaded you—not floods, 
obstreperous congregants, dysfunctional 
IT systems, not even plunging budgets. 
You continued to give us uplifting worship, 
meditation services, loving pastoral care, 
Tuesday Touchstone Potlucks, and gutsy 
stewardship. You professionalized our 
welcoming practice, pulling into our hearts 
new and deeply committed members. You 
reacquainted us with our very own UUCE 
story here in Eugene while preaching on our 
greater UUA faith with its vibrant social justice 
history and ringing prophetic voices.

As for the nuts-and-bolts part of running a 
church, you recruited excellent staff committed 
to our mission. You revived our past history of 
teaching ministerial students, or interns, long 
dormant in this congregation. You’ve mentored 
three seminarians and recently presided over 
the ordination of the first of them. Under 
your direction, we’ve again become a teaching 
church; it’s now part of our spiritual DNA, and we’re 
pretty proud of ourselves! Our next step, an active 
campus ministry, is the natural outcome of all that hard 
work.

You’ve helped this congregation to live into its mission: 
Empowered by love, we transform ourselves and serve 
our world. We’ve done the hard work necessary to stand 
together with love, to change our internal selves, and to 
dedicate ourselves to justice.

Rev. Sydney, you’ve led us on our own Oregon Trail 
to the Promised Land! We’ve thrown out all the junk we 

didn’t need and pared down to the spiritual stuff that 
matters most. As we say our farewells, know that you’ve 
shown each of us how to live faith-filled lives. That lesson 
remains, that strength endures, that love abides.

          Forever grateful,
Susan Verner for the UUCE Congregation U
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My Tribute to Rev Sydney

Rev. Sydney did many wonderful things for this church 
during her 5-year tenure here. In that time, she:

- promoted and upheld a solid governance structure, while 
training and coaching the board in the same, that is a correct 
fit for our size congregation

- helped the church to define our mission and aspirations, 
living into what it means to allow for transformation

- put our history into a context that allowed us to heal 
from old hurts and to see ourselves as a teaching church - we 
have a purpose and a function within the larger context of 
Unitarian Universalism!

- provided mentorship to fledgling ministers, and provided 
mentorship to me

- created an atmosphere of calm, non-anxious leadership, 
believing always that the congregation could and would be 
our best selves

- began again in love when things were difficult, modeling 
what it looks like to trust in the covenant

- taught about UU history, theology, and identity, both 
in religious education classes and in the pulpit (and in the 
kitchen and the hallways and the garden and the playground!)

- brought humor and grace and patience and kindness to 
all members and friends, as well as modeling what it looks 
like and feels like to maintain healthy boundaries!

- music and dancing in the pulpit!
    - designed creative and energetic Sunday services, incor-
porating new and innovative ways to utilize our space

- provided a sense of care and well-being to all staff, making 
changes where necessary for the health of the church

- collaborated with staff and lay leadership to create 
dynamic, interesting, and creative services.

- worked with the board to create covenantal conversations, 
a series of classes designed to teach congregants what it means 
to live in covenant with one another and how to navigate and 
problem-solve non-covenantal behaviors when they arise, 
which they are apt to do in any system!

- loved this church and her people.

With Love and Gratitude,
Katy
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UUCE Board President

UUCE Board President

The UUCE Board of Trustees voted unanimously to hire 
Rev. Lois Van Leer as our next Developmental Minister.  
She starts here on August 15th and will have a two week 
overlap with Kimberly Wootan, our summer minister.  Her 
developmental focus for the first year will be:

1. Help expand stewardship capacities and fundraising 
strategies; 

2. Identify ways to enhance UUCE’s culture of welcoming 
newcomers into membership and congregational life; 
and   

3. Help develop a strategic plan to increase our 
community engagement and social justice work.  

She comes to us with 35 years of experience as a minister.  
The last 10 were in the Woodinville, WA Unitarian 
Universalist congregation where she served as lead minister.  
We are particularly excited about her background in campus 
ministry at the University of Oregon and at Oregon State 
University.  

Her partner of 18 years also has a history with the UUA 
and worked for the Pacific Northwest Region for some years.    

Here is some additional background.  There is a lot more 
information on her website https://www.revlolo.com

Meet Rev. Lois Van Leer
“We are given our ministry by those we serve.”

Background
I was raised in the United Church of Christ where I was first 

ordained in 1983. The decision to become a minister was not 
sudden or accompanied by a particular event or experience. 

It was years in the 
making; slow and 
steady that culminated 
in me saying “yes” to a 
whispered calling.  

It was on a 
partnership exchange 
to Transylvania in 
2000 with UCC 
and UU youth from 
Corvallis as well as with 
Transylvania youth 
that I realized I needed 
to leave the UCC and 
seek standing with 
the UUA. I needed 
integrity in every 
aspect of my life: 

personal, professional, spiritual, and religious. Unitarian 
Universalism allowed me to not only have integrity but 
discover my authentic religious voice. 

A sense of the holy or sacred came to me when I was a 
10-year-old sitting by a river in the mountains and has never 
let me go.  I go to the wild places to seek solace and renewal. 
Gardening is my meditation. I read fiction to relax. My non-
fiction reading is focused on issues of racism and spirituality.

Theology
I believe that the faith of our childhoods is, in most cases, 

not the faith we embrace as we end our lives. Faith is not static 
but constantly informed and shaped by all forms of knowledge 
and lived experience from the noetic to the spiritual to the 
sciences. I believe that faith should be something living, 
growing and stretching, flexing, reassessing, letting go of, and 
taking in to sustain us throughout the seasons of our lives. At 
this point in my life, my faith “stance” is that of a mystical 
humanistic religious naturalist. Simply put: I believe in the 
Mystery of life. I am religious because I am seeking what it 
is that “I am bound back to” at the core of my being. I am 
humanistic because I do not currently embrace a deity. I am a 
naturalist because it is the natural world that drops me to my 
knees with a sense of awe, reverence, and wonder.

Board President’s Message
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                                                 Family
My partner, 

Lori, and I have 
been married three 
times: once in the 
UU church in 
Corvallis before 
same-sex marriage 
was legal in this 
country; once in 
Canada before 

same-sex marriage was legal in this country; and at City 
Hall in Seattle the first day it was legal to be married as a 
same-sex couple in Washington. This past fall, upon his 
request, I adopted Lori’s 31-year-old son, Ryan. It was 
one of the most meaningful events of my life. Lori and I 
have been together for 18 years. We have two grandboys, 
8 nieces and nephews and 14 great nieces and nephews. 
We share our life with a 9-month old mini-AussieDoodle 
named Oso.

Social Justice
Everything I know about justice I learned in church. 

From the sermons to youth group to a pancake breakfast 
with Caesar Chavez.  Research shows that those who 

stay the course in social 
justice work rather than 
burning out from righteous 
anger or despair, have 
a religious grounding. 
That is why I link faith 
formation, worship, and 
social action together. 
Faith formation makes us 
aware of the brokenness 
of creation. Worship gives 
us bread for the journey 
of tikkun olam (repairing 
the world), and justice 
work is our faith put into 

action. As Cornell West has said, "Never forget that 
justice is what love looks like in public.” Our work 
for justice must be rooted in Compassion and Love.

.                                Ministerial Record
 

August 2010-Present:              Minister. Woodinville  
                                                 Unitarian Universalist Church

September 2003-June 2010:       Minister. Unitarian Universalist
                                                 Fellowship of Bozeman

1991-2003                         Minister to Youth and Associate
                                                 Minister - First Congregational 
                                                United Church of Christ,
                                                Corvallis, OR

August 1986 - May 1987           Campus Minister, Western Oregon 
                                                State College Monmouth, Oregon

September 1983 -  May 1990    Campus Ministry Associate, United
                                                Campus Ministry Westminster, 
                                                Oregon State  University,  
                                                Corvallis, Oregon

September 1981 - June 1982      Campus Ministry Koinonia Center, 
                                                U of O, Eugene 

Ordained 1983                       Yale Divinity School
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 Nominees for the Board and Leadership DevelopmentCommittee

Ryan  Doppelmayr  Board 
member at large A lapsed  
Lutheran, I first became familiar 
with Unitarian Universalism and 
started attending UUCE while 
a student at the U of O 16 years 
ago. I soon realized that this was 
my spiritual home and became 
a member shortly after. Over 
the years I have been a volunteer 
in the children’s RE program, 
served as a youth advisor, sung 
in the choir, and served as a 

delegate at General Assembly. I hope to learn about new 
ways to serve my church community by serving on the 
board. The community I find at church, the dedication to 
social justice and service, the stretching to learn from other 
faith traditions, and the peace I find on Sunday mornings 
are the things that keep me dedicated to UUCE.
 After earning my degree in education at the U of O, I ran 
away from home for two years to serve as a Peace Corps 
volunteer in Kyrgyzstan. I came back to work as a substi-
tute teacher and tutor, marry, and start my own family. My 
husband James and I have two boys, Griffin and Phoenix. 
I now run an in-home daycare by day and usher at the 
Hult Center by night. I love working with kids, serving 
my community, enjoying the arts, and learning from new 
experiences.

    Merri Carlisle  Board of Trustees, member at large  I’ve 
spent my whole life living up and 
down the Willamette Valley from 
Eugene to Portland. I grew up in 
Salem, went to college at Lewis 
and Clark in Portland, trans-
ferred and graduated with degrees 
in Political Science and Psychol-
ogy from U of O, class of ’82.

   I was a drug and alcohol counselor for 12 years before I 
decided to return to school, this time to study Chemistry at 
OSU (I’m a proud platypus!). Thereafter, I worked in bio-
tech for ten years, the last five here at what is now Thermo/
Fisher.
  I started coming to UUCE about 2010, but the 40th and 
Donald church was too far to go from Veneta. I became 
active at UUCE about three years ago when I rediscovered 
my UU roots and found that I enjoyed facilitating Faith 
Forward. I’m retired now and spend my time caring for 
three rescue cats, painting, sewing, knitting and otherwise 
enjoying life as it happens.
 
Frankie Hill Board of Trustees, member at large
   I originally hail from Watertown, Massachusetts, where 
I was raised by socially conservative Christian Scientists 
and educated by socially liberal alternative schools—the 
contrast between the two giving Unitarian Universalism an 
additional appeal later on. I got my degree in architectural 
design but veered off its trajectory in favor of graphic design 

and book production, and 
now work with my wife Jean 
Marie in the family publish-
ing business.
  My relationship with UU 
began at the Unitarian 
Society of Northampton and 
Florence, where I fell in love 
with the sermons of Reverend 

Jay Deacon and was their Clerk of the Works for two years. 
After moving to California, I joined the Berkeley Fellowship 
of UUs and served on several committees including Hospi-
tality,   Membership, Caring, Nominating, Sunday Services, 
and the Worship Associate team. I also helped to create, 
and subsequently co-chaired, a Right Relations committee. 
When BFUU’s Minister left, I joined the Discernment Task 
Force to help the Fellowship figure out what kind of leader-
ship it needed next, and was elected to the Board of Trus-
tees, where I served for about a year and a quarter before 
moving to Eugene (with UUCE as a deciding factor in that 
move, alongside economy and grandkids).
   I am continually excited to be a part of this congrega-
tion,  and the wealth of intelligence, fierce dedication, and 
compassion our membership and staff bring to it. 

  Judy Shaw Leadership   Development Committee After 
18 years at UUCE, I hope to have an opportunity to serve 

on the Leadership Develop-
ment Committee. My chief 
goal in life has been to help 
feed bodies and spirits, all 
kinds, all ages. It’s hard to 
think of something I care 
about that isn’t a big part of 
what happens at UUCE: the 
RE program, Our Whole 

Lives and Coming of Age, fundraising (with emphasis on 
the “fun” part), the music program, every kind of social 
justice issue.
   In my personal life, I’m the parent of two wonderful young 
women, adoring mom of Griffen the golden retriever, and a 
paralegal with a nonprofit law office. My husband Scott and I 
enjoy camping, adventure cooking, foreign travel, gardening 
and keeping up with good reads. Also a bunch of other stuff, 
such as this summer’s goal of learning to make kombucha. 
What makes me happiest is seeing people bring their passions 
to life. To help facilitate this at church is the major reason I 
would like to serve on the Leadership Development Com-
mittee. If this idea appeals to you, I hope you’ll vote for me. 
Thank you!
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 Steve Kuzma
 Leadership Develop-
ment Committee
   In April of 2017 I 
moved to Springfield 
from Ann Arbor, Michi-
gan where I had been a 
UU since 1999. My son, 
daughter-in-law and 
grandson live in Eugene 
and my daughter lives 
in Portland. I closed my 
commercial photography 
studio and retired during 

the year before I moved.
  At UUAA I was active in the Chalice Circles program (a 
small group ministries program). I served as a facilitator 
and on the steering committee.
 I also worked on many other church projects and events. 
I have been attending UUCE since moving here and enjoy 
this active vibrant community. I have been serving as a 
facilitator in the Faith Forward program and am looking 
to deepen my service to the church.
 

Poppy Lochridge Board of 
Trustees, Vice President 
 I have been attending UUCE 
for 3 years, and am currently 
a Board Member At Large. By 
day, I am an IT consultant who 
works with nonprofit organi-
zations to improve capacity 
through technology. At home, 
I have a husband and two aging 
cats, and dabble in writing, pho-
tography, and painting. I am a 
former Druid with a longstand-
ing (occasional) meditation 

practice. I believe that the inherent worth and dignity of 
all people extends to their work in the world, and each 
person deserves to support themselves and their family with 
dignity and by bringing their best contribution to the world. 
 

Nominees for the Board and Leadership DevelopmentCommittee (continued)
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  Jane Wagner Board at Large I have just retired from my 
work as an Early Childhood Special Educator for a program 
at the University of Oregon. I loved my job and worked with 
a fabulous group
of people. My career with children has been very important 
to me and I would miss my job even more if it weren’t for my 
grandchildren. They are currently the center of my universe

and I spend many of my days with them. I have been a 
member of this church for about 25 years, and have seen it 
through many changes. My husband John and I have had 
just about every job there is in this church, and we con-
tinue to participate in the hope that we will be leaving a 
legacy. My
recent responsibilities include being a worship associate and
a member of the intern support team and the membership
team.
  One of my next projects will be to get a group together to 
plan and plant a cutting garden for the church. We need a 
source for flowers for our services, and I am hoping that by 
this time next year, we will be able to have a healthy plot 
of flowers and greensfor beautiful arrangements to enhance 
the beauty of this building. I love dirt! We are lucky 
enough to have our son and daughter in law and their 4 
children belong to this church. The children range in age
from 2 sears to 13 years, and they all have their own activi-
ties here. Baby Adeline takes the collection and was a star at 
the baby dedication. Brooke, our lovely 13-year-old grand-
daughter, got to participate in the coming of age program 
recently. Grayson and Silas love their classes and think of 
this building as their second home. For one thing, there’s 
lots of room to run. Their parents, David and Christina,
are here every week and perform numerous Sunday tasks.
Kids, flowers and food (I like to cook and love to eat) keep 
me just busy enough to feel that I can participate in church 
activities without being overwhelmed. I look forward to 
belonging to and serving this community for years to 
come. 

UU chaplains at Poor People’s Campaign March Rev Rick Davis, 
Rev Connie Yost & Rev Sydney May 14th in Salem



page 11UUCE ConnectionsJune 2018  

UUCE Communications

U
U

C
E C

ongrats K
aty



page 12UUCE ConnectionsJune 2018  

U
U

C
E C

om
m

nications



page 13UUCE ConnectionsJune 2018  

UUCE Outreach

Rev. Kim Ordination
First picture in the upper left hand corner 

is the laying on of hands ritual, moving 
clockwise the next picture is of Sydney and 
me, down is the ending with me talking 
to the congregation, the next one down is 
the gift stole from the congregation put on 
by Rev. Micki Verner, and me giving the 
benediction and the center is me and my 
sons: Scott, Nick, Me and Finn.

Rev. Kim
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 Attention 
All Book Sale Fans

 The next UUCE book sale is 
tentatively being planned for early 
October. Now is the time to start 
setting aside all your lovingly used 
books, music, DVDs, etc. so you 
will be ready for the big day(s). Tuck 
those items away and watch for 
more information in the fall.

 Book Sale Committee
 Sue Craig and Judy Sawyer

 Building and Grounds Prepared for Busy Summer

 For the Building and Grounds Committee, summer at our 
church means lots of work on the grounds plus on-going building 
maintenance.

 Saro Hendrickson and his team are keeping our grounds 
looking good as well as growing food. Inside, we’re painting the 
rest of the green walls in the sanctuary so they match the other 
walls, and we’re going to add the angled wood-paneled corners 
to provide better acoustics for the choir. We’ll continue to tackle 
other projects throughout the building.

 Ruth Anne Fraley has done a lot of research and work on 
areas around the building. For example, you may have noticed 
the wood-slat blinds that cover the hallway kitchen pass through, 
creating a better appearance to the building when people use the 
door to the north parking lot. Ruth Anne has also been a mover 
and shaker (literally) in clearing out and cleaning up the associate 
pastor’s office. Ruth Anne is working with UUCE’s business 
manager, Wayne Parker, on a screen in the social hall to hide a 
closet. If the budget allows a purchase, the screen would double 
as a display board for us and renters. Ruth Anne and Wayne also 
hope to install a Dutch door between the kitchen and social hall. 
She has had lots of help from non-B&G volunteers in doing her 
work, and it is very much appreciated!

 Every Tuesday morning’s work party includes planned projects 
and some surprises, and the coffee is always on. Join us!

                                      Marilyn Milne
 mm@prpr.com 
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Community Offering

 Our June 17 
offering occurs on 
Father’s Day, which 
is an ideal time to 
support the Willamette 
Family Dad’s Program. 
Fathers going 
through treatment at 
Willamette Family 
are able to keep their children with them in long-
term housing. While the dads complete intensive day 
treatment, their young children are in a therapeutic child 
development program. The rest of the time, peer support 
counselors help the fathers become more nurturing. 
100% of the men who stay with the program have been 
able to keep their children with them. The Willamette 
Family Dad’s Program is one of only 15 such programs 
in the U.S. Learn more: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=8q-8-Gk0qys 

 Marilyn Milne
                               mm@prpr.com

Rev. You will be missed
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Did you know that 36% of food box recipients water 
down their food or drinks to make them last longer.  Here’s 
one way you can help.  We meet to repackage food donated 
to those in our community who are experiencing food 
insecurity.  Volunteers must be at least 14 years old OR 

12-13 if accompanied by an adult.  Wear a hat/ponytail 
and closed toe shoes. Contact Berry Broadbent, Justice 
Network, at 541-344-9037 or hunger@uueugene.org OR 
JUST SHOW UP!

Don’t forget our FFLC donation barrel at church, which 
is now located across from room #1 at UUCE. 

Food for Lane County 
Food Rescue Night

Thursday  June 21st from 6:30-8:45
Food for Lane County facility at 

770 Bailey Hill Rd

Creative Arts Eliot Camp 2018 for UUs and 
their Friends and Family

U
U

C
E O

utreach"Creative Arts Eliot" takes place at the beautiful Seabeck 
Conference Center on Hood Canal in Seabeck, Washington 
from Saturday, August 11 through Wednesday, August 
15, 2018 and offers opportunities for UUs and friends 
and relatives to enjoy many wonderful aspects of a multi-
generational " summer camp" experience while also 
pursuing an interest in one or more artistic or creative 
endeavors. Talented presenters will delight and inspire 
during a five-day camp full of learning and fun with 
morning workshops in Poetry, Small Art Quilts, Paper 
Maskmaking, Improvisation, Photography, Painting, and 
Songwriting; and afternoon workshops in Theater Games, 
Dragon Sculpting, and Intermediate Ukulele. 

An additional morning program, "Active Sports," will be 
available for those wanting a more physical activity, with 
biking, hiking, kayaking all possible options based on 
the interests of those who sign up. Campers choose one 
or two workshops to focus on while at camp, and spend 
the rest of their time enjoying waterfront fun, sports, 
games, walks, campfires, singing, UU community, 
worship, cards and board games, evening programs and 
entertainment, and numerous other planned activities 
including Firelight, music/talent shows/concerts, and 
an "Extravaganza" on the last day to celebrate the fruits 
of everyone's creativity. For more information, please 
contact the Eliot Administrator at Eliotregistrar@gmail.
com or visit our website at www.eliotinstitute.org .
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Gallery and Reception Feature Immigrant Community
               Friday, June 8, 5:30-7:30pm
                               Gallery and Chapel

  Live music, refreshments, and gallery talks by artists 
and their subjects are part of a reception to take place on 
Friday, June 8th celebrating the photography exhibit “We 
are Neighbors” on display in the UUCE gallery during 
the month of June. Featuring portraits of immigrants 
living in our community, the exhibit was first presented in 
1996 by the Community Alliance of Lane County. Carter 
McKenzie is the curator of the exhibit’s current incarnation 
and conducted interviews with the immigrants that became 
the text for the exhibition. “This was a powerful, humbling 
process--without the tremendous generosity and courage of 
those individuals who agreed to share their stories during 
these very difficult times, the collection would not exist,” 
she said.

The photographic portraits of the current exhibition are 
the work of local photographers: Mimi Nolledo, Paul Dix, 
Herb Everett, and Irwin Noparstak who are passionate 
advocates for immigrant rights and formed close connections 
with their eight subjects.

The reception will take place from 5:30-7:30pm in the 
Chapel, adjacent to the UUCE hallway gallery. Exhibit 
curator McKenzie will describe the process of restoration 
and expansion of this version of the collection. The 

photographers are expected to attend and to make brief 
remarks about their work. In addition, the eight subjects 
of the photo portraits have also been invited to take part. 
Appetizers will be provided, and instrumental music 
will be performed by local musician Janet Naylor on the 
qanun, a stringed zither of Middle Eastern origins.

The reception is hosted by the UU Refugee Sanctuary 
Project.

                              Thanks,
  Jennifer Rowan
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