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Exciting new classes starting this month

This month our theme is Covenant, a promise made
sacred by its mutuality. While business is conducted
through contracts, relationships flourish in covenantal
space. Our religious movement does not focus on a creed
or dogma, but rather a way of being together, in care and
conversation that we all covenant.
September 4th Labor of Love Sunday. Our service
begins at 10 and at 10:45 we will get to work preparing this
beautiful building, grounds and classrooms for the oncoming church year. Dress casually! There will be food available, and potluck will be heartily appreciated as well.
September 11th Ingathering Sunday. Our annual
intergenerational Water Communion service invites us to
add to the bowl of community our libations of hopes and
blessings for all. Bring water from home or from your
travels or avail yourself of water provided here (with a tiny
amount left over from last year's celebration)!
September 18th Ministerial Intern Andrew Chirch
September 25th "Things fall apart/The center cannot
hold" the poet cries, of the times when covenants are
strained beyond tolerance. What to do then? Rev. Sydney.
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The new church year is upon us, and as the dog days of summer
wring the last torrid heat waves through town, we can sense the season
turning with our returning church community.
My summer was filled to the brim with family and generational
passages, poignant and promising. Here at church, we have said farethee-well to our Ministerial Intern Kimberly Wootan and heartily
welcome in our new Intern, Andy Chirch.We have sent long term
Music Director Tom Sears into his new retired future, and now begin
with our Interim Music Director Camille Lively. After a great summer
of varied musicians and musical delights, the Choirs now start up
again. Every Sunday after service, the first of our new Faith Forward
"Visitor to Leader" Inquirers' series, a rotating series of eight great
hour-long sessions, and invites one and all.
I would like to invite those who feel so moved to apply to be
Worship Associates this year. Please let me know what your experience has been (if any) and why you would like to assist with Sunday
services. The commitment is to a whole-group meeting every season,
and for each individual Associate to be in the service for a month at
a time; each person is invited to offer a Personal Reflection on their
experiences touching on the theme of the month. Our themes this
year are based on the UUCE Covenant of Right Relations, and are:
covenant, trust, respect, gratitude, honor, hurt, forgiveness, conflict,
communication, and unity.
What an amazing range of human experience we share together!
I am with the Greek humanist playwright Terence (195 - 159 BCE)
"Homo sum, humani nihil a me alienum puto": "I am human, and
nothing human is alien to me." Not, mind you, that I have Latin
training - it is a matter of self-teaching to keep presenting myself with
new and unknown things and see what I can puzzle out. "Humani"
- I get that.
The range of humani is difficult to endure as we watch the lesser
angels of our human nature rampage through our ideals. And yet this
is a time when we are needed, more than ever, to be a people of faith.
See you in church!
Rev. Sydney
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In the long, orange light of September, we are ready to roll into
the church year. This won't be just any year, though! Rev. Dr. Sydney
Morris has already initiated Faith Forward, our weekly experience for
new members, and Religious Education will take a whole new shape.
Busy as always, I'm preparing for more international travel (as you
can see from my passport photos). Thankfully, you as the UUCE
congregation have an amazing and strong Board, dedicated to governance and to stewarding our church home.
To start us off on the year's journey, UUCE has on offer many
deepening and connecting opportunities for the month of September,
including a Ministries Gathering coordinated by Lizzie Utterback,
Trustee At Large. This event will directly follow our Board Retreat,
and will be the first of four linkage events planned for the church year.
These gatherings are at the heart of our Ministries and our work as a
whole church. Please join us: it should be a delight for all!
Infolink: September 18th 11:30-12:15 UUCE Sanctuary
Don’t forget to save the date: on October 1st, our church is celebrating the harvest with song and dance, and October 2nd is guest
Sunday. Bring a friend (or two, or three)!
In the words of Rev. Dr. Jonipher Kwong, it is our joyful work
together to "reimagine what it means to serve our faith in the 21st
Century."
With bright hopes,
Sarah France
President, UUCE Board of Trustees
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Thank Yous, Good Byes, Welcomes, and the Love of Music
More to celebrate! Word got back to the UUA that UUCE is an
excellent site for ministerial interns. They have granted us status as
a ministerial teaching church. Over the past year, our first intern,
Kimberly Wootan, soared, making an invaluable contribution to
our congregation and growing powerful ministerial chops.

Andy chose to become a UU after rejecting his mainline Protestant church experiences growing up. He regarded his rediscovered
religious practice as one of embracing the free and responsible
search for meaning. That led him to spend time as a volunteer in
Guatemala, become conversant in Spanish, and develop a deep
respect for the country’s culture and people. He has also spent
time in Southeast Asia and Appalachian communities.
These multiple professional and world experiences led Andy to
commit himself to countering economic and social oppression.

UUCE Worship

Saying good-bye to Kimberly, is bittersweet. We wish her well
in the next stage of her internship, as a chaplain at River Bend
Sacred Heart Hospital. And we will miss her.
But we also celebrate the arrival of a new ministerial intern,
Andy Chirch. In addition to his prophetic name, Andy brings
considerable experience, talents and skills to the job.
After fifteen years as a Unitarian Universalist, and 25 years
in finance—in investing and banking—he realized his calling
was to be a UU minister. He jointly enrolled in the Master of
Divinity and Interfaith Studies Program at Starr King. He has
completed course work focused on developing a personal ministry
of economic counter-oppressive work; Unitarian Universalist
history, traditions, theology; and, cross-cultural, interfaith, and
counter-oppressive theologies.
Originally from the Midwest, where he was raised on a farm,
his first UU church was the First Unitarian Church of Cincinnati.
There he was member and chair of the music committee, co-chair
of a joint worship/music committee, and member of the Board
of Trustees. He also became a trained OWL (Our Whole Lives)
educator and served as a district junior-high OWL facilitator. At
the Unitarian Universalist Church of St. Petersburg, Florida he
served on the Buildings and Grounds committee and its Board
of Trustees.
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Thank Yous, Good Byes,
Welcomes, and the Love of
Music
He has done extensive community service. He worked with the
Interfaith Hospitality Network of Cincinnati to counter homelessness and on voter registration drives and in polling places to
forward voting rights. He provided small business and financial
literacy counselling for inner city residents through SCORE
and worked on several initiatives for the GLBTQ community,
including pride day activities.

Welcome, Andy
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Dear Current, Past and Future Choir Songbirds, I hope you
are ready and raring to go, as I am, for another great season of
getting together and making beautiful music! Several things
here to tell you about.

First is the schedule
to start the new season in September:

September 10th Saturday: All Choirs Potluck, 1-3:30pm
Social Hall and Sanctuary, bring easy to fix/eat foods and
drinks;
September 11th Sunday: all choirs sing at the service;
September 18th Sunday: no choir for service. Guest
musician;
September 19th Monday: Rehearsals begin for Chalice
Choir, 7:00;
September 21st Wednesday: Rehearsals begin for Chamber
Singers at 5:15; Sanctuary Choir at 7:00;
September 25th Sunday: one of the choirs sings at the
service, TBD.
Chances to sing/play for Sunday services
in a smaller ensemble:
As you probably remember, there’s usually one Sunday per
month when no choir sings. We’d like to be able to schedule a
guest solo, duet, trio or small ensemble of either singing and/
or instrumentals on these Sundays. Jean Cottell (telcot@gmail.
com) will be organizing these Sundays. As guests may need my
piano accompaniment, I just need the music and we’ll schedule some practice time. Jean and I are hoping many of you will
contact us to be on our list of guest musicians for these Sundays.
You would pick out the music you would play, at least two
pieces: one of about 3 minutes 30 seconds for the Offertory, and
another 3-5 minutes long for the Anthem. If you also want to
play the gathering music and/or the Prelude—yes you can! Contact Jean as soon as you can when you have decided you’d like to
be part of this list.
Music Committee:
The music committee assists the music director by organizing
the details of our major concerts like admissions, refreshments
volunteers, setup/cleanup, greeting/safety, advertising the event,
and placing posters around town. We also help handle other special projects—like organizing the stoles fabric selection, purchase
and sewing for the Sanctuary Choir last year. This committee
welcomes new members!
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Many hands and minds make work easier. We do not have
monthly meetings, but rather meet once or twice before a major
event to do the planning for that, and meet on a Monday evening at 5:45pm.
One last thought, for any closet pianists out there….I’m
nervous that should I get sick, the music program doesn’t have
a backup pianist to fill in at an event or rehearsal. Please come
forward and make yourself known if this is a need you’d like to
be in the wings for.
Susanne Zudegi Giordano
Chair, Music Committee and UUCE Accompanist
susangio@comcast.net
541.517.7234

Music Matters
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Judy Shaw
Valerie Elliot and Jean Cottell
Duana Welch

McKayla Webb

Amy Raven
Judy Shaw and Isaac Prier

Many thanks to our summer
musicians for their wonderful
contributions to our services!

Mary Marshall and Jean Cottell
September 2016

Dave Rogers
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Dear UUCE Families,
The new school year is upon us, and so the new church year begins.
The days are starting to shorten, and our temperatures are back in the
double-digits again. For my part, I am getting excited to go shopping
for new school supplies for my boys – I love the feel and smell of new
notebooks and freshly sharpened pencils.
In preparing for a new year of learning, I hope you will take advantage of the educational offerings we have here at the church:

SpiritJam

UUCE is excited to offer SpiritJam, a new style of religious education for kids of all ages, starting September of 2016!
Here’s how SpiritJam differs from what we’ve done in the past:
First, it offers hands-on learning that reliably reflects our minister’s
theme and message for the month – a responsive and adjustable
“just-in-time theology.”
Second, each jam is an opportunity for participants to learn about
and experience our faith in a way that is personally meaningful,
because they can choose for themselves.
Third, jam sessions are open to everyone – all ages, all ability levels,
all interests are welcome to participate in SpiritJam as student and/
or teacher.
Finally, jam sessions are designed collaboratively and lead by a staff
of experienced teachers.
Here’s how SpiritJam works:
“Cocreator labs” are held monthly. There, a team of staff-members
and interested volunteers create various jam sessions through a collaborative process. Volunteers can plug in wherever and however they
are able – our dedicated staff will make sure that the program is fun,
safe, exciting, and engaging for everyone!
If you have a knack for knitting, a penchant for politics, a flair for
flamenco, or feel better served by movement and laughter with kids,
you are invited share your passions and interests.
SpiritJam is firmly rooted in Unitarian Universalist principles,
values, and history while offering a more interactive and inter generational approach to learning!
Here’s how SpiritJam originated:
SpiritJam was created by DRE Katie Covey of Boulder Valley,
CO. A DRE for over 30 years, Katie has written numerous RE Curriculam for the Unitarian Universalist Association – Chalice Children, Circle of Trees, and Toolbox of Faith, to name a few. Arising
out of her experience, wisdom, and passion for dynamic religious

UUCEConnecting
Religous Education

education, this new model has changed the way her church
“does church” by integrating the generations and allowing
people to participate as they are able without over-burdening
volunteers. We are very excited to implement her concepts
here in our community!
Each Sunday morning, members and guests are invited
to engage with the monthly theme in one of three ways:
Through Service in the Sanctuary
Through Meditation in the Front Entry Hall
Through SpiritJam, starting with ingathering in the
Chapel and then breaking off into various jam sessions
based on the theme.
Schedule for a typical Sunday in SpiritJam:
In SpiritJam, we offer 2 or 3 Jams for participants to
choose from. Lead Teachers offer their Jam once or twice
during the hour, depending on depth of the topic:
10:00 – 10:15 – SpiritJam Ingathering in the Chapel with
opening ritual, song, welcome, and introduction to choices
10:15-10:35 – 1st Jam session
10:35-10:38 – Gather – rotate to new Jam
10:38-11:08 – 2nd Jam session
11:08-11:15 – Gather in the Chapel, reflect, sing closing
songs.
Parents come to pick up at 11:15.

(continued)
September 2016
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If you are new to the church:
A short drop-in form will be given to you to fill out. Please
feel free to stay with your child in their classroom to help them
feel comfortable, if needed. Your child is welcome to attend
service with you, as well, if that is your family’s preference.
Infants through 5th grade: parents are asked to pick up their
children from the Chapel at 11:15. Release will be to parents
only. We ask that parents come at 11:15 to give classes enough
time to complete their jam sessions for the day. We hope you
see this as an opportunity to enjoy tea and coffee with friends,
and to increase and deepen your social connections to our
community!
Middle school and high school age students will be released
to find their parents in the sanctuary and social hall at 11:15,
with the understanding that no children are allowed to leave
the building without first checking in with their parent. This
policy is on the honor system – please communicate clearly
with your child that they must first check in with you once
released from class. We will do the same during our time
together in class so that your children know and understand
this expectation.
8th Grade Owl:
Our Whole Lives: Sexuality Education is a comprehensive
sexuality program designed for youth in 8th grade (with some
flexibility for 7th and 9th graders, as well). Offered to families
and friends connected to UUCE, this class is facilitated by a
team of four trained facilitators: Wes Flinn, Amary Taylor,
Patti Hansen, and Eric Swanson. Each of these facilitators
has worked with middle school age students in a variety of
settings, and all have taught OWL curriculum before – they
are a fantastic team!
Coming up in late September/early October is an opportunity for parents who are interested in providing OWL for
their 8th-9th graders. There will be two parent orientation
opportunities: September 25th from 11:30-1:30 and October 5th
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from 6:30-8:30. Parents must attend one of the orientations
for their youth to participate in OWL. You do not need to
decide right away whether or not OWL is the right program
for your child – there will be time to process information
and to ask any questions you might have about the material.
I strongly encourage all parental figures involved in your
child’s life to attend the orientation meetings so that you can
make a decision as a family about entering your child into
the program. Please remember that the parent orientation
sessions are for parents only.
OWL will begin on October 23rd and will run from 7:008:30pm. Every Wednesday from late October to mid-March.
A detailed program calendar will be provided at the parent
orientation session.
QUICK LOOK & SAVE THE DATES:
Sunday, September 25 – 11:30 am -1:30pm – Parent
Orientation
Wednesday, October 5 – 6:30pm -8:30pm – Parent
Orientation
Wednesdays, October 23-March 22 – 7:00pm -8:30pm
CLASS BEGINS, MEETS WEEKLY (except holidays)
Copies of the Our Whole Lives curriculum can be found
in the DRE office. Parents are welcome to look through
it at any time. If you think you might like your 8th-9th
grade child to participate in OWL, please indicate your
interest by emailing or calling me, and be sure to come to
the parent orientation meetings. Any other questions or
concerns can be directed to me at uucedre@gmail.com or
at 541-686-2775, ext. 2.
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The following classes comprise our fall line-up:
Defying the Nazis: The Sharp’s War - Movie & Discussion
Friday, September 23rd, show starts at 7:00pm
This new documentary, codirector by Ken Burns and Artemis
Joukowsky, is about a little-known but important mission by an
American UU minister and his wife to rescue refugees and dissidents
in Europe before and after the start of World War II. Come to a
special viewing at UUCE, and join us for the discussion session
afterward. If there is enough interest, there is an ongoing companion
curriculum that people can explore entitled “We Who Defy Hate.”
Find out more after the film. All are welcome!
Faith Forward: Inquirers
Ongoing - Sunday mornings, 11:20 am-12:20pm
The Inquirers Series is offered every Sunday in the Minister’s
Office to welcome newcomers into the congregation. Eight topics
are covered, one per session, and repeated throughout the year.
Designed for drop-in attendance, the goal of this series is to help
make our church values and culture transparent and known so that
people can make an informed decision about membership in our
church, to introduce newcomers to church staff, ministers, and lay
leaders, and to create safe space for people to ask questions and learn
more about Unitarian Universalism and the UUCE.
Faith Forward: Beyond Inquirers
Thursday evenings, October 13-November 10, 7-8pm
Designed for newcomers, this series builds on the overview offered
in the Sunday morning Inquirers class, delving deeper into who we
are as Unitarian Universalists and how we do church. Contact Katy
Siepert at uucedre@gmail.com to register.
Faith Forward: UU Elevator Speech
Thursday evenings, December 1-December 15, 7-8pm
This class is for anyone who has struggled to answer the question “What is Unitarian Universalism” in a clear and succinct
manner. There is a way to describe our religious movement that
is both personal and accurate. Join Rev. Sydney for a short class
series aimed at helping UUs become a bit more adept at explaining to others just what it is that keeps us coming back! Contact
Katy Siepert at uucedre@gmail.com to register.
Death and Dying Small Group Ministry
Thursday evenings, beginning October 13, 6:30-8:30pm
This program uses the SGM model to facilitate a process of personal reflection, learning, and spiritual growth focused on the topic
of death and dying. Although dealing with grief will be covered,
the program is not designed as a grief support group. The sessions
will include sociological and theological perspectives, personal and
shared narrative, creative expression, and journaling, with the goal
of finding a closer and more comfortable relationship with our
own inevitable death. Logistics: class size up to 15; meet on six
Thursdays (Oct. 13, Oct. 27, Nov. 10, Nov. 17, Dec. 1, Dec. 15),
6:30-8:30pm at UUCE; register in lobby or by e-mail. Co-facilitated by Dick Loescher richardloescher4@gmail.com and Andy
Chirch intern@uueugene.org.
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Transitions Small Group Ministry
Tuesday evenings, beginning
October 11, 6:30-8:30pm
This program uses the SGM model to facilitate a process of personal reflection, learning, and spiritual growth
focused on the topic of life transitions. The sessions will
include sociological and theological perspectives on transition, personal and shared narrative, creative expression,
and journaling, with the goal of finding a closer and more
comfortable relationship with our own ups and downs in
life, be they new marriage or loss of marriage, a new job
or loss of a job, new baby or an empty nest, moving into
retirement, and any other life transitions that a person will
experience throughout their lifetime. Logistics: class size up
to 15; meet on six consecutive Tuesdays (Oct. 11, Oct. 18,
Oct. 25, Nov. 1, Nov. 8, Nov. 15), 6:30-8:30pm at UUCE;
register in lobby on Sundays after church or by e-mail. Susan
Bertrand idealdance515@yahoo.com, and Lauren Bailey rolfsing@msn.com.
New Mindful Parenting Discussion Group
Tuesday late morn./early afternoons, begins September
6, 11 am-12:30pm
Parents, parents-to-be, and other guardians of children,
please join our new mindful parenting discussion group!
You are invited to come every week, or just drop in as your
schedule permits. Babies and children of all ages are welcome
in the space, and an assistant will be present to help entertain
the wee ones in the same room while we talk. We will discuss
books and articles related to the practice of positive and
mindful parenting, starting with works such as “Buddhism
for Mothers” by Sarah Napthali, and “Everyday Blessings:
The Inner Work of Mindful Parenting” by Myla Kabat-Zinn.
If finding time to read at home sounds like a daunting task,
not to worry! We’ll summarize each reading and/or read
aloud key excerpts at the beginning of each meeting for those
who don’t have time for “homework”. The goal is that this
group will be a source of community and support for those
of us who share our days with young humans, which can
sometimes be quite challenging. Questions can be directed
to Kelsey Khatter, 541-505-1193, kskhatter@gmail.com. Email
or text will get you a quicker response, but feel free to call
as well. We hope you will join us!
As you can see, there is a lot of learning to be explored
at UUCE this Fall. I hope you’ll join us for some or all of
what we have to offer. It is good to be together.
In faith,
Katy
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Healthcare for All Oregon
Tuesday, September 6, 7-9pm
First United Methodist Church
13th & Olive, Eugene
HCAO's monthly meeting is held at First United Methodist Church, 13th & Olive, Eugene. Our September meeting
headlights a presentation on Oregon 2016 Ballot Measure 97.
Join us for a chance to learn details of 97 which increases tax
for Oregon's largest corporations and requires new revenue
to go to schools, health care and senior services. HCAO is a
Service in
Action sponsored volunteer organization. All welcome.
Pat Bitner,
541-485-3971.

Lay Pastoral Care Programs

Thanks to former intern minister, Kimberly Wootan, and
her team of Lay Pastoral Associate leaders, we have completed
the adaptation of a program developed by the UU Church of
Richmond, Virginia, for use here in our congregation. We have
established two programs: Lay Pastoral Associates are available to
visit congregates who are in need of a caring, listening presence;
the Kindness Team offers practical assistance to those needing
transportation, meals, assistance with medical equipment, and
other immediate needs. Our new intern minister, Andy Chirch,
will be working with us as we expand the program this fall.
Lay Pastoral Associate leaders are Sally DeCou and Janice
Rutherford. Kindness Team leader is Charlotte Writer.
Janice Rutherford

Earth EqUUity Food Project launches Year 2

After establishing a solid base around water, waste, ethical eating,
and local food resources, the Earth EqUUity Food Project is launching into Year 2. Our inaugural project for Year 2 is support of the
city of Eugene’s Community Court program. This new program
will hold weekly Community Court aimed at reducing and addressing quality of life offenses in the downtown area. Anyone who
is either cited into Community Court or who obtains a needs
assessment is eligible to receive a free sack lunch. UUCE will be
joining with the city of Eugene and other faith-based organizations
to provide these lunches. UUCE will be providing lunches on a
monthly basis, as we will continue to explore other opportunities
to serve in our church and wider community.
Berry Broadbent,
Earth EqUUity Food Project
EFood@uueugene.org
September 2016

Food Rescue Night
at Food for Lane County

770 Bailey Hill Rd.
Thursday September 22 from 6:30-9:00
Did you know that 36% of food box recipients water down
food or drink to make them last longer. Here’s how you can
help: meet at the Food for Lane County facility to repackage food donated for those in our community experiencing
food insecurity. Wear a hat or ponytail and closed-toe shoes.
Volunteers must be 14 or older OR 12 years old accompanied
by an adult. Contact person at UUCE is Berry Broadbent:
541-344-9037 or hunger@uuce.org or just show up!

Food for Lane County

Food for Lane County “featured food request” for September is nut butters. This includes peanut butter, almond
butter, creamy, crunchy, and low-salt / low sugar. Food donations must be conventionally packaged; no bulk items or
glass containers. As usual, other food donations are always
appreciated. Let’s work together to fill the barrel, which is
located just inside the door at the north entrance.
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UUCEOutreach

Our September Community Offering
Our offering on September 18, 2016 will be given to the Refugee
Resettlement Coalition of Lane County, coordinated by Catholic
Community Services. The UUCE Sanctuary Group, a 2016-17 Earth
Equuity project, is working closely with the Coalition.
Millions of families worldwide are living as refugees, uprooted
by war, persecution or natural disaster. A few of these families are
finding a new home in Lane County, thanks to a refugee placement
program that is spearheaded by a local community task force and
coordinated by Catholic Community Services of Lane County.
Local faith-based groups, service organizations, and concerned
community members have joined together to form the Refugee
Resettlement Coalition of Lane County. The coalition is working
with CCS to welcome and support the refugee families coming to
Lane County.
For more information, visit
http://www.ccslc.org/refugee-resettlement-program/
Thanks to your generosity, in July we gave $624 to Common
Ground Garden. We are a giving community.
September 2016
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Harvest Sunday, October 2

On Harvest Sunday, October 2, we’ll be trying something new! To
make it easy for everyone to stay and have lunch together, there will
be a food truck parked in the east lot near the Conestoga Huts. And
after Sunday service, the sanctuary will be a hopping place with a live
band and some toe-tapping music. The day will include:
- Meditation
- Sunday Service - Reverend Sydney speaking
- Food for Lane County - bring canned goods
- Book Sale - the last day to participate in the Book Sale
- Guest Day - bring a guest to celebrate all that’s going on
- Special Music - immediately after service
- Food Trucks - also immediately after service
For questions, please contact Wayne Parker at
bizmanager@uueugene.org.

Infolink:

September 18th 11:30-12:15 UUCE Sanctuary
You are invited to join your Board of Trustees after church service
for an Infolink meeting. Program highlights will be presented for the
upcoming church year. Additional information will be provided in
the weekly bulletin.
Elizabeth Utterback

Service Auction

Fun Fund raising is a focus at UUCE this church year. Would
you like to get involved with planning the upcoming Service
Auction? A group is actively forming right now. We will work
quickly to make this a successful, late Fall event. Join the fun!
Joni Zander
541-207-7313
jonizander@gmail.com
http://www.mydoterra.com/joni

Attention All UUCE Garden Gnomes

Weeding parties (and pruning, planting, sweeping, and coffee drinking, muffin tasting, and chitchatting) gatherings will recur beginning
September 13 and subsequently on second and fourth TUESDAY
MORNINGS from about 9 to about noon. We will be able to
hobnob with the Building and Grounds group.
Tasks will be for all abilities.
Sarah Hendrickson, Gretchen Miller

Volunteers Encouraged

CROP Walk is looking for a coordinator this
year, as are Sister Circles.
Those interested in applying to be Pastoral
Associates or Worship Associates, contact Rev.
Sydney.

Lost and Found Closet Needs You
Job entails monitoring the closet in the south hall.
Past mission has been to pull out the items deposited
in the closet four times a year (on a Sunday Morning),
display them on a requested table, place information
signs pertaining to their presence and fact that they’ll
be donated if not taken,
AND put a notice in the publications prior to the
event. What ever is left on that Sunday needs to be
donated appropriately. I’m happy to train honorable
volunteer.
Martha Snyder
541-484-0197

millerhendrickson@mail.com

September 2016
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Pacific Northwest District
is Coming to UUCE
This winter, UUCE will be the host congregation for the
Pacific Northwest District - our kindred congregations in
Washington, Oregon, Alaska and a bit of Idaho. It will be
February 24-26, largely Saturday the 25th.
It will be a grand event of workshops, sharing, food, the
District annual meeting and (drum roll) the three candidates for Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations’ President will all be here to speak. This is a very
unusual set of Presidential hopefuls: all women. Our UUA
has never had a woman president before in its entire history, and now the question merely has become: which one?
As hosts, we will have perhaps 200 people with whom
to practice radical hospitality - and volunteers are needed!
Please let Rev. Sydney or Wayne know if you are interested
in helping with:
Coordinating home stays
Checking out local lodging options
Menu planning (catered lunch)
Assembling tourist info
Setting out snacks and drinks
Shopping
Being a Warm and Loving Presence
Beauty and aesthetics
Etc.
The strength of our heretical religious movement depends of the strength of our connections. This February
time together will leave us all amazed by the depth and
heart we share with other Unitarian Universalists.
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UUCE Boook Sale
An Autumn FUUndraiser
Volunteers & Book Donations Needed! Our church book
sale (including preparation) will take place the weekend of September 29 – October 2. If you would like to help by signing up
for a shift of set-up, sales or take-down, please contact Bonnie
Phipps (541-285-7155 or booksale@uueugene.org). You can help
by donating books, and by being our customer as well - the
selection is wonderful and most books cost only $1 - $2 each! All
proceeds go to the church general fund. Here is the schedule:
Thursday, Sept 29: Transport books to church – If you
have a strong back and a vehicle, we need several peoplewho
can caravan with carloads of books (in boxes and bags) from
my garage to the church. I have stored about 200 boxes which
have already been donated. We will start at 9am – special angel
points for volunteers for this job! With enough angels we can
get it done in a couple of two-hour shifts.
Friday, Sept 30: Donate Books and Set up – Please bring
your gently used books to the church chapel from 9 am – 3 pm.
Helpers will be setting up the tables with your donated books
on Friday, and the earlier we get them, the easier the set up.
(Can’t deliver that day? Please call Bonnie Phipps prior to the
29th.) Set up on Friday is a fun job – you get first look at the
books, and can pick out what you want to buy ahead of time!
Will you sign up for a 2-hour shift? Two 2-hour shifts?
Saturday, Oct 1: Book Sale – Open to the public as
well as to our church members and friends from 9am
– 4 pm. We have organizing jobs (keeping tables neat)
and sit-down sales jobs. Can you help for 2 or more
hours?
Sunday, Oct 2: Book Sale and Take-down – Sales
will be open to church members and friends from
11 am – pm after the service. Then we’ll pack up the
remaining books & take down tables. With enough
hands the packing and take-down will take about an
hour. Will you stayto help?

Thanks in advance to everyone who has or will donate
books, who will transport books, who will volunteer to
help with the set-up, sale, and takedown of the event,
and for everyone who shows up to buy quality books at
low prices, and supports the church by doing so!
Bonnie Phipps

Created for Abundance
The Most Rev. Dr. Katharine Jefferts Schori: Created
for Abundance to be presented at St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church, Eugene, September 11, 2016
“There is stone in the hearts of those who won’t hear
the cries of fellow creatures, or see the growing chaos of
a warming earth, or learn that stony hearts are killing the
whole living system. There are little stones in our tear
ducts that keep us from weeping, and specks in our eyes,
and misplaced otoliths in our ears that block our hearing.
Take away all the stones, O Lord, and give us hearts of flesh
and organs of compassion, for your creation is suffering.”
KJS, April 2013
Katharine Jefferts Schori: marine scientist, University
lecturer, Episcopal priest, retired Presiding Bishop of the
September 2016

Episcopal Church in the United States. Bishop Jefferts Schori
is a strong advocate for addressing the moral and practical
challenges presented by climate change. Her presentation in
September will explore what the Christian spiritual tradition
has to teach us about the present critical illness in the Garden
and how we might respond more faithfully and effectively.
This event is presented jointly by St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church, the Interfaith Earthkeepers, and the Environmental
Commission of the Diocese of Western Oregon. It is free and
open to all interested. The presentation will begin at 3 PM
and will be followed by a reception in the parish hall.
For more information, email stmaryskjspresents@gmail.
com, call 541-343-9253, or or visit the St. Mary’s website at
www.saint-marys.org
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UUCE Art Gallery

The 2nd annual “all comers” photography art
show is awaiting your enjoyment in the art gallery
Scott Hovis
scotthovisfineart@gmail.com
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Seventh Annual Meeting
Oregon Unitarian Universalist Voices for Justice

			
		

October 15, 2016
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem
5090 Center St NE, Salem, OR

Oregon Unitarian Universalist Voices for Justice invites you to our Seventh Annual Meeting in Salem on
Saturday, October 15. We gather together to celebrate our accomplishments, make plans for the coming
year, and commit ourselves to supporting each other in our quest for a more just Oregon. The ORUUVfJ
board has suggested 4 broad campaigns for the coming year:
Environmental Justice,
Deepening Democracy,
Human Rights, and
Income Inequality.
Our meeting agenda includes choosing specific issues within each area and organizing to be effective advocates. The
Oregon legislature will be meeting for a long session in 2017. Much will be on the table; much is already happening in
Salem. Let us make sure UU voices are represented during the legislature’s deliberations.
Come prepared to:
• Share what your congregation is doing for social, economic, and environmental justice in your community.
• Tell us how our statewide group might support those efforts.
• Join one of our four justice campaigns.
• Renew your membership in Oregon UU Voices for Justice.
Visit our web site at www.uuvoicesoregon.org to learn more about our campaigns and find out how to propose
specific issues to address within a particular campaign. Then register on our web site and join us in Salem. Better yet,
bring a team from your congregation.
Pre-registration is encouraged, but not required. Pre-register here: www.uuvoicesoregon.org/registration.html.
Oregon UU Voices for Justice is here for you. We are one of 18 state advocacy networks across the country working
to amplify UU voices and values in public discourse.
Beverages and light snacks will be provided. We are working on having lunch available for a modest fee (maybe $5).
Please RSVP to oregonuuvoices@yahoo.com by Oct. 10 so we know how much food to have on hand.
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Our Money

Welcome to our new church year. We have been a
transitioning church for many years now and this has
become evident in our finances as well as elsewhere.
During Budget presentation of our June Annual
Meeting I pointed out that the larger donors of our
church are no longer able to carry us to the degree
that they have in the past. There are good reasons
for that and we should honor them for helping us
out financially over the past several years. Last year
this change arrived without my noticing until it
was too late. Most of our FY15-16 budget was fairly
accurate with the major exceptions of our “Gift” line
and our “Fund raising” line. Gifts dropped from the
previous two years by an average of $69,000 and
our Fund raising dropped by an average of almost
$11,000. For FY16-17 we have lowered our expenses
by approximately $72,000 and looked to increase our
income, primarily in the Fund raising line. It will be a
tight year for all and yet we are growing, our programs
are thriving, and our staff is able and willing.
We control our fund raising through our own efforts.
Already this year we have raised over $4,000 through
the July Rummage sale. There is a book sale coming
up at the beginning of October; there will be a service
auction, and possibly other events. Think of what you
can contribute to these events and gather with your
friends to create something more. Always remember
that al fund raising should emphasis “FUN”.
Expect a compressed financial Statement for July 2016
next month and possibly the closing statement for June
2016 (the end of our last Fiscal Year) soon thereafter.
Closing a fiscal year always takes a long a
time because it is a crucial statement and
we wait some time for late receipts to
come in.
Dave DeCou,
Treasurer
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